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The Pearl 



The most recent storybook The Pearl is the 25th m the senes of books^"^ Publications 
I^^ fH^DubUsS by Afghan Publishing House. It is the 3rd to be pubhshed m Kabul. The 
s about a tUl Afghan couple who grapple whh daily ^^^^^^ ^ 
.iaht of the bieeer society which thev are a part of. Nazar and his wife, Zainab, live m 
Jrfa fantiw ^^^^^ Nothing can shake their faith in each other or in th. 

St— ty in which they L. They are extren^ely ^^^l^^^^^^ 
hnne The oearl which they find represents a turning point in their lives i.e. it is not so 
Snluo gi^" away a part of your earnings to help others, but how easy is ,t to give a 
God-given fortune? 

Nazar and Zamab were not wealthy but they lived decent, happy -"^^f 
Rnt times changed and civil war left its scars everywhere. The majority ot people 
fnlrnrNaz7 nd Zainab, gradually lost their precious belongings. But Nazar ne^^^^ 
his faith hope or generosity. He continued to care for others. Zamab too, retained 
her r" fo^^^^^ husband held dear, and continued to support and respect him 
even under the most challenging circumstances. 

The last three decades have been very difficult for Afghans. Many lost their livehhoods 
Tel foved onerl r properties and homes. But, most importantly and very proudly, 
^ ey retantdTu s^^^^^^^ and their hope. In this context, The Pearl fits m as a true story 
of the recent times. Good and bad days pass and Ufe goes on no matter what. 

The Pearl has been designed to give fuller descnption of certa«^^^^ 

a result it has more text than other storybooks pubhshed by APH. The increase in tne 
text paves L way for more creative thinking and more substantial activities, which we 
hope the readers will find interesting and inspmng. 

If you know of a similar story, please share it with us. We will continue ^o pnnt t^^^^^^^ 
llvn>. we receive Already readers have contributed to 'The Goldfish , Harvest 1 me , 
and Mrwe^^^^^^^^^^^ and the books bear the names of those who have sent the stories to us. 
Also, please let us know what you think of The Pearl. 
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Respectfully, ^J: 

Shirazuddm Siddiqi A C KU 

Editor-in-Chief \ mf) 

Afghan Publishing House \ " ^ O b 
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